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1
SYNOPTIC SITUATION
During this dekad, the prominence of the Azores High Pressure cell influenced the Inter-Tropical Discontinuity (ITD) to embark on its southward motion with its western axis oscillating over central Mauritania and Mali, whilst the eastern axis slanted towards central Niger. As a consequence, dry and stable atmosphere with dust haze characterized the weather over places north of the ITD, precisely over southern/northern border positions of Libya/Mali and Algeria/Mauritania. Places south of the ITD were influenced by convective cloud developments resulting in periodic outbreaks of thunderstorm and rain over the Senegambia region, occasionally accompanied by strong winds. These occurrences were mostly experienced during the evenings and nights.

1.1
OUTLOOK FOR THE NEXT DEKAD ( 21st - 30th September 2016)

Warm, humid and variable cloudy conditions with convective activities leading to rain-showers and thunderstorms will characterize the weather, most probably accompanied by strong winds during the early part of the dekad. 

Slight to moderate rain-showers and thunderstorms will affect the eastern sector of the country on the 24th September 2016 and the western region on the 25th September 2016. The southern locations of the country will experience high humidity and variably cloudy condition and occasionally isolated rains in the evening of 26th September 2016.  

2
RAINFALL SITUATION

Rainfalls recorded during this dekad were relatively lower as compared to the previous dekad. Daily intensities ranged from 0.5mm to 53.4mm, whilst in the last dekad it varied from 0.5mm to 79.8mm. 

The number of rainy days varied from  2.1 to 53.4, resulting in dekadal totals ranging from 38.9mm at  Banjul to 131.8mm at Kerewan (figure 1a) both in the Western Third of the country as compared to 65.8mm at  Janjanbureh to  142.0mm at Fatoto during the previous dekad.  In the Middle and Eastern thirds, both Janjanbureh and Fatoto recorded the highest dekadal totals of 130.0mm whilst the lowest of 89.3mm and 47.0mm were recorded at Sapu and Basse respectively.
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  Figure 1a: Rainfall intensities during September 11 - 20, 2016.
The seasonal total rainfall amount in the country (May 1 to September 20) ranged from 669.4mm at Banjul to 839.5mm at Sapu (figure 1b). The distribution in space shows that Banjul and the North Bank region continued to record the lowest rainfall intensities. 
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  Figure 1b: Rainfall Seasonal totals from May 1st 2016– September 20th 2016.

In comparisons, the country average as at 20th September 2016 stood at 743.0mm, which is 1.7% below last year’s amount (756.0mm) and 2.4% above the long term mean (30 year period) of 725.3mm,(Fig. 1b). 

3
AGROMETEOROLOGICAL SITUATION

Average temperatures recorded in this dekad varied from 25oC over the Western Third to 28°C over the rest of the country. Minimum temperature reached 24oC over Sibanor in the Western Third, whilst maximum temperature reached 34°C over the Eastern Third.

Average relative humidity (RH) increased significantly during the dekad with all the stations recording an RH of 80% and above. Maximum RH varied from 85% to 100% throughout the country, while the minimum RH generally remained above 60%.

Winds were generally light to moderate in speed (11km/h to 23km/h) but instances of squally situations occurred this dekad with a maximum wind gust of about 50 km/hr recorded in the Western Third of the country.

Sunshine duration on average recorded in this dekad was 6 hours. 
4.
AGRICULTURAL SITUATION

4.1
CROP

Overall crop performance in terms of growth and development is progressing satisfactorily across the country. However, the phenological development of crops varied across the country, which is attributed to the different dates of sowing, caused by varying rainfall onset in June and July.

Harvesting of maize has started in most parts of the Central and Upper River Regions. and the products could be seen in the markets. In the rest of the country, the crop performance varies from vegetative to reproductive stages.

Most early millet fields have reached full maturity in both the Western (Lower River and North Bank Regions) and Middle Thirds (Central River Region) of the country. However, farmers are waiting for the rains to subside before harvesting. In the rest of the country, late millet fields are at different phases ranging from tillering to shooting. Sorghum is generally at jointing stages of development. 

Upland rice across the country is growing as expected and most of the crop is at tillering and booting phases. The NERICA rice variety is flowering in all the regions. In the swamp rice fields, transplanting of rice nurseries is continuing in the Western Third (Lower River and North Bank Regions) of the country.

Generally, sorghum is at jointing stages of development. 

Groundnut fields across the country are at different growth stages ranging from pegging to full maturity depending on the variety and date of sowing. Harvesting of the Philippine pink varieties have started in all the regions.

Land preparation and sowing of watermelon is still in progress. Meanwhile, earlier sown watermelon fields are at advanced vegetative stages.

4.2
Pests and Diseases 
No serous outbreaks of pests were reported during the period under review.

4.3
LIVESTOCK
The livestock situation in the country has improved greatly in the month of September, due to the availability of feeds and water. However, vaccination exercise was conducted on livestock and small ruminants for diseases such as Black Quater (BQ) and Peste des Petite Ruminants (PPR) in most parts of the country were they were reported. 
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