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1.0 METEOROLOGICAL SITUATION

1.1. SYNOPTIC SITUATION:

The position of ITD, remained farther north and above its long-term mean position, across the western parts of the continent in the past dekad. It remained oscillating over northern Mauritania, northern Mali, onto northern Niger and Chad.

The north of the ITD had experienced dry and stable atmosphere with dust haze over north Sahel. On the other hand, to the south of the ITD scattered convective cloud development resulting to rain and thunderstorms prevailed over the Gulf of Guinea States, Burkina Faso, Mali and the Senegambia region. A few of these storms were relatively heavy.

. 

1.2. WEATHER   SUMMARY   FOR THE   GAMBIA 

Warm and partly to variable cloudiness affected the country during most part of the dekad. However few occurrences of scattered to widespread thunderstorms, swept across the country during the second half of the dekad
1.3. OUTLOOK FOR THE NEXT DEKAD (11th – 20th September 2016)

Warm, Humid and partly to variable cloudy conditions with isolated thundery activities are expected.

2.0 AGROMETEOROLOGICAL SITUATION

2.1 RAINFALL SITUATION

The rainfall situation in this dekad showed slight improvements over the entire country. Jenoi in the Middle Third recorded the highest dekadal total across the country 206.1mm. In the Western Third, Yundum recorded the highest dekadal amount of 137.0mm, whereas in the Eastern third Fatoto recorded the highest dekadal total of 142.0mm. (Figure 1a).
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  Figure 1a: Rainfall dekadal totals 1st – 10th September 2016.

Seasonal rainfall totals also continue to improve, with Jenoi in the Middle Third of the country recording cumulative seasonal total of 85.5 mm highest country wide. In the Western Third Yundum recorded the highest seasonal total of 657.7mm, whilst in the Eastern Third Basse recorded the highest amount of 736.9mm. However, the lowest seasonal rainfall total recorded countrywide so far is over Kerewan (547.0mm) figure1b.
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  Figure 1b: Rainfall Seasonal totals from May 1st 2016– September 10th 2016.

In comparisons, the country average as at 10th September 2016 stood at 664.9mm, which is 2.7% below last year’s amount (683.3mm) and 1.4% above the long term mean (30 year period) of (655.2mm). 

2.2 Temperature


Average temperatures recorded in this dekad across the country varied between 26oC over Kerewan and 28oC over the rest of the country. Minimum temperature reached were 25°C recorded over Banjul the capital city, whilst maximum temperature reached 35°C recorded over the Middle and Western thirds of the country respectively.

2.3 Winds

Winds were generally light, moderate to strong with maximum speed of 59.7km/h over the recorded over Yundum airport in the middle part of the dekad.
2.4 Sunshine Duration

Sunshine duration on average was between 6hours to 7hours throughout the country.

2.5 Relative Humidity

Average relative humidity continues to be high above 70% in the Western third to 80% in the rest of the country.
3.0 Hydrological Situation

N/A
4.0 AGRICULTURAL SITUATION

West Coast Region

N/A
North Bank Region

In this region, few farmers are still transplanting watermelon, while others are busy on transplanting and weeding of rice fields in the lowlands. Crops phonological stages varies, upland rice is at almost booting, whereas early planted maize and cowpea is being harvested. Crops like early millet are at heading stages while some groundnuts are at pegging.
Lower River Region

N/A
 Central River Region North

The main agricultural activities in this region are secondary and tertiary weeding (uprooting of big grasses), milling of threshed rice for the dry season rice fields and fertilizer application for rainy season rice fields.Phenologically, groundnuts are pegging, early millet crops heading and maize crops are tasseling. In the lowland fields, transplanting is ongoing as well as weeding for earlier planted crops. 
Central River Region South

In this region, some farmers are weeding and applying fertilizer in the upland rice fields, field preparation and planting of watermelon, and cowpea. In the lowland fields weeding is ongoing in the earlier transplanted fields whilst ploughing and transplanting is in progress for other rice fields in this region. However places like Niamina Dankunku and Jahally were affected by flooding during this dekad.

Upper River Region
Crop performance is generally good with a greater proportion of farmers completing weeding a major cultural practice in farming. The cereals millet are at flowering and booting. Maize a short duration crop which is cultivated in most instances with the anticipation of many household challenge with insufficient food regard this period in this specific month as the lean. The compound grown maize which are the first planted are flowering and tasseling. The field crops close to parks and dense vegetation are being guarded by the young to prevent damages to crops by wild animals. Impact of insect pest not reported from extension staffs in the various extension circles. 
4.1 CEREAL COMMODITY PRICES

     
Market of the major cereal crops are as follows in Dalasi /kg
Maize - 19.98   
Millet- 17.62     
Sorghum- 16.83       
Findo-87.38
Local rice- 24.13 
 Broken rice - 20.36      
 Long Grain rice-25.80

Source: Regional Agricultural office Basse URR

4.2 CROP PROTECTION

N/A

4.3 LIVESTOCK

The Livestock situation in the Country has improved greatly in the Month of September, due to the availability of feeds and water. However, as indicated in the 1st decad of September, the Clinical treatment figures have also risen as a result of the warm weather. CRRS 129 heads of cattle, 141 Sheep 153 goats, 83 donkeys and 67 horses. In CRRN 151 heads of cattle 148 Sheep 115 goats, 72 donkeys and 107 horses. LRR 102 heads of cattle, 113 Sheep, 166 goats, 81 donkeys and 74 horses. NBR, 214 cattle, 135 Sheep, 167 goats, 105 donkeys and 89 horses. URR 345 heads of cattle, 125 Sheep, 89 goats 92 donkeys and 103 horses. WCR 201 heads of cattle 105 Sheep 131 goats 85 donkeys and 89 horses. 

 The Department of Livestock Services will not relent in its drive to minimize the devastating effects of animal diseases in the Country.

5.0 NATIONAL ENVIRONMENT AGENCY (NEA)

N/A
Banjul September 12  2016
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