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1.0 METEOROLOGICAL SITUATION
1.1 SYNOPTIC SITUATION
The average surface position of the ITD for this dekad has experienced a northward movement over its western portion compared to its position in the last dekad. This anomalous northerly shift has brought above average rain as far as south central Mauritania, while it advanced further south over the eastern portion. 

To the north of the ITD the weather remained mostly stable except for occurrence of occasional scattered light rain showers over Western Sahara. Occasional dust haze observed over Mauritania blown southwest wards up to over us. Conversely, to the south of the ITD scattered to widespread convective cloud development resulted to thunderstorms and showers over the Senegambia region, the Gulf of Guinea States, Burkina Faso and Mali. A few of these storms were relatively heavy.

1.2 WEATHER SUMMARY FOR THE GAMBIA

Warm and variably cloudy conditions affected the country during most part of the dekad, with scattered to widespread thundery showers across the country in the first half of the dekad. The Second half of was more stable, with variable to partly cloudy and warm atmosphere prevailing. 

1.3 OUTLOOK FOR THE NEXT DEKAD (21st  to 31st  October 2015)
Generally warm, humid and variable to partly cloudy with isolated thundery activities are expected.
2.0 AGROMETEOROLOGICAL SITUATION
2.1 RAINFALL SITUATION
 Rainfall figures recorded in this dekad showed some significant figures in most stations across the country. In the Western Third, dekadal totals were highest over Sibanor, 163.8mm to 13.2mm over Kerewan.In the Middle Third dekadal totals varied between 55.4mm over Jenoi to 9.0mm over Sapu. In the Eastern Third fatoto and Basse recorded 55.6mm and 29.2mm respectively, (Figure1a). 
 Seasonal rainfall amounts recorded as of 20th October were impressive in most stations. In the Western Third seasonal totals were 1318.1mm (highest countrywide) over Yundum Airport, to 796.1mm over Banjul. In the Middle Third, Sapu recorded the highest of 1226.9mm,where as in the  Eastern Third, Basse  recorded 1017.2mm (Figure1b).
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    Figure 1a: Rainfall dekadal totals 11 –20th October 2015.
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 Figure 1b: Rainfall Seasonal totals from May 1st 2015 – October 20th 2015.

2.2 RAINFALL COMPARISMS
The Country average as of 20th Octoberber 2015, stand at 990.0mm, 54.9% above the country average of last year (20th October 2014, 638.9mm), and 19.4% above the long term mean: 828.5mm). The table below give detailed comparism of rainfall seasonal totals for 2015 and 2014, and 2015 and the long term mean 1981_2010.Stations like Yundum Airport and Kerewan in the Western Third of the country,Sapu in the Middle Third, and Basse ane Fatoto in the Eastern Third, register success as they have surplus when compared with both the normal and last year 2014 seasonal totals as at October 20th. However, this situation is not the same with stations like Banjul in the Western Third, Kaur, Jenoi and Jamjanbureh in the Middle Third, who registers surplus when compare to last years season 2014, but on the contrary are in deficit when compared to the long term mean.
Table 1: 2015 seasonal rainfalls as of October 20th 2015, compared to that of last year 2014, and the long term mean (1981_2010).

	Station Name
	Seasonal total as at 2nd  dekad October 2015 
	Seasonal total as at 2nd  dekad October 2014
	Dekadal normal for 2nd  Dekad October  in 30 years period 1981_2010
	Deficit or surplus for 2015 and 2014 seasonal totals as at 2nd dekad of October compared
	Deficit or surplus seasonal totals for 2015  compared to the Normal  1981_2010

	
	
	
	
	Deficit
	Surplus
	Deficit
	Surplus

	Yundum Airport
	1318.1
	437.6
	887.4
	
	+880.5
	
	+430.7

	Sibanor
	1303.5
	
	-
	-
	-
	-------
	-

	Jenoi
	914.6
	N/A
	1006.4
	
	+561.5
	-91.8
	

	Banjul
	796.1
	198.2
	816.6
	
	+597.9
	-20.5
	

	Kerewan
	1203.8
	381.2
	807.0
	
	+822.6
	
	+396.8

	Kaur
	562.5
	N/A
	752.7
	-
	-
	-190.2
	

	Janjanbureh
	661.9
	332.7
	794.8
	
	+329.2
	-132.9
	-

	Sapu
	1226.9
	567.6
	854.8
	
	+659.3
	
	+372.1

	Basse
	1017.2
	330.1
	856.9
	
	+687.1
	
	+160.3

	Fatoto
	895.5
	216.1
	844.8
	
	+679.4
	-98.0
	+51.1


2.3 Temperature


Average temperatures across the country vary between 26°C over Fatoto to 29°C over Jenoi.
2.4 Winds
Winds were light to moderate with maximum speeds of 51.8Km/h over the Western Third, 55.4km/h over the Middle Third and 25.9km/h over the Eastern Third. 
2.5 Sunshine Duration
Sunshine duration on average in this dekad was above 6hours over the entire country.
2.6 Relative Humidity

Average relative humidity across the country is still high above 65%. 
3.0 Hydrological Situation
N/A

4.0 AGRICULTURAL SITUATION

WEST COAST REGION

N/A
NORTH BANK REGION
Agricultural activity in this region is mainly harvesting of major crops. Harvesting is in progress for early millet, rice, cowpea, and findi. Crops like maize and early maturing type groundnut (Bruccus) have been harvested. Both harvesting and sowing is in progress for water. Nursery preparation is in progress for dry season vegetable gardening. However there were some unidentified pest attacks on the rice fields reported by the farmers, but due to continuous rainfall, the situation was controlled.
LOWER RIVER REGION
N/A
CENTRAL RIVER REGION NORTH

N/A
 CENTRAL RIVER REGION SOUTH
Farmers in this region are engaged in transplanting of rice especially irrigated rice, harvesting of early millet, groundnut, maize, water melon, upland rice and cowpea. Transplanting is in progress in the lowland fields, although due to flooding most seedlings were washed away but farmers are managing with the situation. Due to high water level there is increased Hippo attacks as they can easily intrude from different angles of the fields.

UPPER RIVER REGION
Main agricultural activity is harvesting and drying of major crops like cereals. Water melon and cowpea are also being harvested. Crops like late millet and sorghum are at maturity stage; Farmers are also preparing for dry season vegetable gardening.
4.1 COMMODITY PRICES
N/A
4.2 CROP PROTECTION
N/A
4.3 LIVESTOCK
The Livestock situation in the Country remains satisfactory due to the abundance of feed and water. Clinical treatment figures have also climbed down and animals’ health status and productivity have risen owing to the availability of succulent palatable grasses in all pastures and easy access to adequate water. It is also significant to note that the pest load in the grazing areas has declined due to the heavy and continuous down pour of rain. In CRR-N, 80 heads of cattle were treated for suspected cases of multiple diseases, 76 goats, 50 Sheep, 54 horses and 37 donkeys were treated during the second dekad of October.
LRR reported 82 heads of cattle, 66 Sheep, 67 goats, 40 horses, and 31 donkeys were treated. CRR-S, 60 heads of cattle 73 Sheep 68 goats’ 43 horses and 19 donkeys were treated. Clinical treatment figures for NBR, 81 heads of cattle 76 Sheep 51 goats’ 32 horses’ 63 donkeys were treated. WCR 90 heads of cattle 54 Sheep 81 goats 30 horses and 21donkeys were treated.URR 113 heads of cattle 91 Sheep 82 goats’ 64 horses 57 donkeys were treated. It is paramount to note that there has been a timely submission of clinical reports and an increased in coverage at regional. Some of the cases were suspected cases of various diseases and others were conducted on prophylactic bases. The Department of Livestock Services will not relent on its drive to prevent and control animal diseases in the Country.
4.4 FISHERIES
N/A
5.0 NATIONAL DISASTER MANAGEMENT AGENCY (NDMA)
N/A
6.0 NATIONAL ENVIRONMENT AGENCY (NEA)
N/A
Banjul October 22nd 2015
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