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1.0 METEOROLOGICAL SITUATION
1.1. SYNOPTIC SITUATION:

On average, the surface position of the  ITD (imaginary boundary separating northern cold dry winds from southern warm moist winds) during the dekad  fluctuate  over  southern  Mauritania, northern  Mali,  sloping towards Central  Niger, northern  Chad and onto Sudan.

Places north of the ITD were characterized by dust haze/sand storm which affected Mauritania, Northern Mali and southern Algeria. To the south of the   ITD convective cloud  developments leading  to outbreaks of showery thunderstorms and/or rain which  affected  the Senegambia region, Nigeria, Burkina Faso , Ghana , Benin  and Togo.
1.2. WEATHER   SUMMARY   FOR THE   GAMBIA 
High humidity couple with isolated thunderstorms and rain-showers affected the Middle and Eastern Thirds during the period whilst other areas continued to experience the dry spells.
1.3. OUTLOOK FOR THE NEXT DEKAD (1st_10th August 2014)
Isolated to scattered rain-showers and or thunderstorms are expected during mid of the dekad and towards the end of the it.
2.0 AGROMETEOROLOGICAL SITUATION
2.1 RAINFALL SITUATION
The rainfall situation in this dekad showed some significant improvements in the Western Third.  Sibanor about 100km from the coast recorded the highest amount in the Region with a dekadal total of 75.5mm, however, the lowest dekadal total of the country (1.5mm) was recorded over Banjul at the coast. A similar trend is also observed in the Middle Third, Sapu recorded the highest dekadal of 75.5mm, whilst Janjanbureh (15km away) recorded the lowest of 8.8mm. In the Eastern Third, where the rainfall situation is not bad as in the western parts of the country, Basse recorded the highest dekadal total of 75.2mm and Fatoto recorded a dekadal of 40.8mm, however, both dropped when compared to the totals in the previous dekad (figure 1a). The distribution both in space and time is largely variable the western parts of the country most affected.
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      Figure 1a: Rainfall dekadal totals 21ST –31ST July 2014.

Seasonal rainfall totals so far recorded showed that the rainy season is progressing adequately in the Eastern parts of the country with Basse and Fatoto recording cumulative seasonal totals of 389.1mm and 345.7mm respectively. In the Middle Third Sapu recorded the highest 199.1mm, while in the Western Third Sibanor recorded 229.0mm, (highest amount in the Western Third). However, the lowest seasonal rainfall total recorded countrywide so far is over Banjul with 33.3mm (Figure 1b).
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  Figure 1b: Rainfall Seasonal totals from May 1st 2014 – July 31st 2014.
This year compared to last year (figure 1c) and the long term mean (1981-2010) only Basse and Fatoto environment recorded surpluses respectively against last year the long term mean, the rest of the country recorded deficits including Yundum and Banjul around the coast.
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  Figure 1c: Rainfall Seasonal totals compared to last year from May 1st 2014 – July 31st 2014.
The country average as at 31st July stood at 158.4mm 31% below last year’s (158, 4mm) and 41% below the long term mean (30 year period) (271.1mm). 
This situation might not be favorable to crops of 90 days or more as the remainder of the rainy season may not exceed 85 days. Short duration crops (Findi, 75-days maize/sorghum, early millet, early maturing sesame etc.) could be a viable option 

2.3 Temperature


Average temperatures across the country varied between 29.6oC over Banjul and 33.6oC over Fatoto. Extreme minimum temperature reached 27.5°C (highest) over Fatoto, whilst highest maximum temperature of 39.0°C was also recorded over Fatoto and Jenoi. Lowest minimum temperature of 23.8°C and lowest maximum temperature of 36oC were recorded over Banjul along the coast. 

These high temperatures, coupled with dry spells/inadequate rainfalls will lead to wilting and eventually drying of grasses/pastures and ponds resulting to lest pasture and drinking water for livestock, negatively impacting on the wellbeing.  
2.3 Winds

Winds were generally light to moderate across the country during this dekad, however, there was a squall line of 46km/h in Jenoi on the 30th but no structural damage was reported. 
	


2.4 Sunshine Duration

Sunshine duration during this dekad varied between 6.6 hours over Sibanor (lowest in the dekad) to 9.8 hours in Jenoi, (maximum in the dekad).

2.5 Relative Humidity

Relative humidity during this dekad varied between 36% (lowest in Basse and Sapu) to100% (highest in Sibanor and Fatoto).
3.0 Hydrological Situation
N/A
4.0 AGRICULTURAL SITUATION
West Coast Region

Planting is in progress at the extreme Fonis, other parts of the region are still waiting for enough rains to plant. In general only 4% are engage in planting activities in this region.
North Bank Region
Planting of all crops is done but there is poor germination in most fields and affected farmers have to replant. Meanwhile, there were some few spots that germinated well, but to lack of continues adequate rains, already germinated crops have started wilting (showing moisture stress).

Lower River Region
Agricultural activities in this region have been virtually halted due to lack of enough rains. Sowing of groundnut, upland rice, early millet and findi have been completed. However, there is poor germination and farmers are impatiently waiting for adequate enough rains to replant. Some grasses in this region are also wilting.

Central River Region North
For the Upland areas some farmers are busy planting, some are ploughing on bare land to prevent weed growth while waiting for rains to plant. Meanwhile, some crops have already germinated but growing slowing due to lack of enough rains.
For Lowland areas, the water level is good and ploughing is in progress by some farmers, while others have completed planting.

Central River Region South
Agricultural activities in this region are ongoing for both uplands and lowlands, farmers involved in late dry season planting (rice) are harvesting and those who are involve in early dry season planting have finished harvesting (rice) and some have started planting (rice). Other crops like groundnuts and cereals have germinated but growth is slow due to lack of enough rains. 
Upper River Region
Agricultural activities in this region varied widely. Planting of cereals and few groundnut fields have been completed in this region, although this activity (planting) is still ongoing by some farmers, while others have started first weeding, others whose crops have not properly germinated are arranging for replanting .

4.1 COMMODITY PRICES
The table below show average commodity prices of different markets in the Greater Banjul Area and the North Bank Region.
Table 1:   Average comm0dity prices for the 4th Week of July (per KG in Dalasis) of selected markets-
[image: image6.emf]Banjul Serrekunda Bakau LatrikundaTipper Garage Brikama kerr PatehFarafenniAverage

Maize 26.68        24.12           25.05        24.07        25.87                  23.88        18.00          16.00        22.96       

E/Millet 26.13        24.28           24.56        24.70        25.90                  22.31        17.00          16.00        22.61       

Sorghum 20.74        18.28           20.17        19.54        19.92                  18.83        N/A N/A 19.58       

Local Rice 30.00        28.00           28.84        30.62        28.00                  28.00        N/A 28.00        28.78       

Broken Rice 24.00        24.00           24.00        24.00        24.00                  23.00        23.00          24.00        23.75       

Long Grain Rice 25.00        25.00           25.00        24.79        25.00                  26.00        24.00          N/A 24.97       

Findo 81.06        81.25           82.00        78.78        77.50                  74.58        N/A 70.00        77.88       

Cabbage 37.23        36.54           34.40        32.80        33.26                  34.74        30.20          30.00        33.65       

Hot Pepper 120.25      115.10        116.58      115.00      114.14                113.00      120.00        125.00      117.38     

Large Pepper (Hot) 92.72        90.00           90.00        91.49        91.83                  90.57        96.99          99.95        92.94       

Okra 51.44        49.96           49.02        48.21        48.91                  48.00        40.00          N/A 47.93       

Egg Plant 26.18        24.28           24.00        25.67        20.41                  24.61        25.00          25.00        24.39       

Wonjo 122.00      120.00        118.37      116.30      120.16                N/A 100.00        99.99        113.83     

Bitter Tomato 30.94        34.60           32.36        32.44        30.60                  33.92        30.00          30.34        31.90       

Tomato Big size 28.00        27.08           27.00        27.40        29.42                  24.66        25.00          30.00        27.32       

Imported Onion N/A N/A 35.00        N/A N/A N/A N/A 40.00        37.50       

Local Onion 30.00        30.00           30.00        31.50        35.00                  29.64        20.00          N/A 29.45       

Carrot 35.41        31.79           35.00        34.86        34.40                  33.87        25.00          30.40        32.59       

Cassava 24.48        20.28           21.17        22.04        17.31                  24.47        20.00          25.00        21.84       

Sweet Potato 18.27        N/A 17.40        18.34        N/A N/A 20.00          N/A 18.50       

Irish Potato 35.00        35.30           40.00        40.00        40.00                  37.50        30.00          36.83       

Mangoes 4.00           2.00             3.26           3.00          3.00                    1.80           4.00             3.13           3.02          

Decorticated G/Nut 39.91        N/A 42.00        42.23        45.42                  47.54        30.00          40.00        41.01       

Undecorticated G/nut 34.96        N/A 32.92        N/A 33.40                  35.97        30.20          N/A 33.49       

Beans 40.00        35.00           40.00        38.00        35.50                  46.38        35.00          40.00        38.74       

Meat&Bone 150.00      160.00        150.00      160.00      150.00                150.00      130.00        120.00      146.25     

Steak 175.00      180.00        190.00      190.00      190.00                185.00      150.00        140.00      175.00     

Mutton 200.00      200.00        200.00      N/A N/A 180.00      N/A N/A 195.00     

Livestock 

Commodity 

Markets 

CEREALS

VEGETABLES

ROOTS & TUBERS


Source: DOP  (+220)4225210/4228751 Mob: 9811288/7618921 Email: planningservices@moa.gov.gm

4.2 CROP PROTECTION
N/A
4.3 LIVESTOCK
N/A
4.4 FISHERIES
N/A
5.0 NATIONAL DISASTER MANAGEMENT AGENCY (NDMA)
N/A
6.0 NATIONAL ENVIRONMENT AGENCY (NEA)
N/A
Banjul July 31st  2014

National MWG of The Gambia

	Composition of MWG:

          Department of Water Resources

          Planning Services - Department of Agriculture (DOA)

          Communication, Extension & Education Services - DOA              

          Animal Health & Production Services - DOA

          Plant Protection Services - DOA

         National Environment Agency
	Direct your comments and questions to:

          The Director 

          Department of Water Resources

          7 Marina Parade, Banjul

          The Gambia 

          Tel: (+ 220) 422 76 31 / 422 41 22 / 890 52 29
          Email: dwr@mofwrnam.gov.gm 
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