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1.0 METEOROLOGICAL SITUATION
1.1. SYNOPTIC SITUATION:

The average surface position of the ITD oscillates over central Mauritania, northern Mali and sloping onto central Niger.

Dry and stable atmosphere prevailed to the north of the ITD with patches of dust haze observed mainly over Algeria. Convective activities prevailed to the south of the ITD during the dekad with more activities observed over southern Mali.

1.2. WEATHER   SUMMARY   FOR THE   GAMBIA 

Variably cloudy atmosphere prevailed with scattered thunderstorms and intermittent slight to moderate rains especially towards the end of the dekad.

1.3. OUTLOOK FOR THE NEXT DEKAD (1st_10th August 2015)
Variably cloudy atmosphere is expected to prevail with rain and thunderstorms occasionally associated with strong winds during the next dekad.
2.0 AGROMETEOROLOGICAL SITUATION
2.1 RAINFALL SITUATION
The rainfall situation in this dekad showed significant improvements in the entire country. In the Western Third, Sibanor recorded the highest  amount of 186.0mm.In the Middle Third, Sapu recorded the highest decadal total of 50.5mm, In the Eastern Third; Basse recorded the highest dekadal total of 130.0mm  (figure 1a).
[image: image3.emf]-17


-16.5


-16


-15.5


-15


-14.5


-14


1


3


1


3


.


5


Yundum  


Kerewan 


Jenoi


Kaur 


Basse 


Sibanor 


Janjangbureh


Fatoto


Sapu 


Banjul 


3


0


7


0


1


1


0


1


5


0




-17 -16.5 -16 -15.5 -15 -14.5 -14

13

13.5

Yundum  

Kerewan 

Jenoi

Kaur 

Basse 

Sibanor 

Janjangbureh

Fatoto

Sapu 

Banjul 

30 70 110 150


      Figure 1a: Rainfall dekadal totals 21ST –31ST July 2015.
Seasonal rainfall totals shows an increase in rainfall quantity with the eastern part of the country recording cumulative seasonal totals of 379.3mm. In the Middle Third, Sapu recorded the highest seasonal total in the country so far with 385.6mm, while in the Western Third, Sibanor recorded highest amount of 319.2mm. However, the lowest seasonal rainfall total recorded countrywide so far is over Kaur and Banjul (102.7mm and 138.6mm) respectively as shown in figure1b below.
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  Figure 1b: Rainfall Seasonal totals from May 1st 20145– July 31st 2015.

In comparism, the country average as at 31st July 2015 stands at 251.8mm, which is 58.4% above last year’s amount (158, 4mm) and 13% below the long term mean (30 year period) of (289.9mm). 
2.2 Temperature


Average temperatures across the country varied between 26oC and 28oC. Lowest minimum temperature reached 25°C over Yundum, Jenoi and Sapu, whilst highest maximum temperature reached 38.0°C over Fatoto.
2.3 Winds

Winds were generally moderate to strong with maximum gusts of 74km/h over Yundum, 64km/h over Janjanbureh, and 46km/h over Jenoi ,however, there  were some few structural damages  reported where some fences were had fell down in Jenoi as a result of  those strong winds.
	


2.4 Sunshine Duration

Sunshine duration during this dekad varied between 5 hours to 7hours.

2.5 Relative Humidity

Relative humidity during this dekad was above 60% countrywide
3.0 Hydrological Situation
N/A
4.0 AGRICULTURAL SITUATION

West Coast Region

The Agricultural situation in this region varies; earlier  crops like groundnut, maize and cowpea have germinated and are doing well, although some farmers are still busy sowing. At office level distribution of seeds and fertilizer is still in progress. 
North Bank Region
In this region sowing, weeding, and tilling is going on concurrently. Crops sown earlier  have germinated and are good looking.
Lower River Region

Agricultural activities in this region is similar to other regions, crops sown earlier have already germinated and are performing good, sowing activity is still in progress, some farmers are busy weeding on their early millet fields. Upland nursery preparation for lowland fields is also in progress.

 Central River Region North
N/A
Central River Region South
Agricultural activities in this region are ongoing for both uplands and lowlands, farmers involved in dry season rice planting in Tidal areas are on bird scaring harvesting and threshing, while those who are involve in rainy season rice planting are on land preparation and transplanting. In the upland fields, early planting of legumes and cereal crops have completed for some (Niamina, ankunku and surroundings), and are busy weeding while others are still sowing. Upland rice cultivation is also in progress. At office level, Distribution of seeds and fertilizers provided by the FAO and WAPP project is still in progress. 
Upper River Region

N/A
4.1 COMMODITY PRICES
The table below show average commodity prices of different markets in the Greater Banjul Area and the North Bank Region.

4.2 CROP PROTECTION
N/A
4.3 LIVESTOCK
Observation of the Livestock situation in the month of July revealed a mark improvement on the general health of Livestock in a regional dimension as a result of the rains. In North Bank Region, 100 heads of cattle, 73 Sheep, 107 goats, 44 donkeys, 81 horses and 1 dog were treated during the last deka of July. A total of 41 heads of cattle, 45 Sheep, 23 goats, 26 Donkeys, and 34 horses were treated in the Lower River Region. Central River Region-North, 128 heads of cattle, 53 Sheep, 28, goats, 12 donkeys and 7 horses were treated. Central River Region-South, 17 heads of cattle, 32 Sheep, 17, goats 6 horses and 7 donkeys were treated. clinical treatment in Upper River Region are: 86 heads of cattle,76 Sheep,39 goats,40 donkeys and 57 horses ,while in West Coast Region, 136 heads of cattle,106 Sheep,3 goats and 5 donkeys were treated. However, it should be noted that the above mentioned clinical cases were suspected cases of multiple diseases and treatment were conducted base on that realization.

Feed and water inadequacy are the leading precursors of decreased Livestock production and productivity as it reduces their disease resistance and upscale their vulnerability to infections. However, Upper River Region and some parts of Central River Region-South are the first recipients of rains and the field conditions are therefore, better due to the rapid sprouting of succulent grasses and re-growth of shrubs in the bushes.

Regional differences regarding feed availability has immensely  narrowed down as the former most hard hit regions example, NBR, LRR, and CRR-N are all green with palatable and succulent grasses and shrubs. 

The nationwide vaccination campaign against PPR which is a deadly disease of Small ruminants is still on-going and preparations have been made at administrative and regional levels to counter effectively any outbreak of Black quarter, Contagious Bovine Pleuropneumonia and Haemorrhagic Septicaemia all of which mostly affect cattle. 

Monitoring is a key component of Department of Livestock Services’s activities hence; it will not relent in its drive to prevention and control animal diseases in the Country. 

4.4 FISHERIES
N/A
5.0 NATIONAL DISASTER MANAGEMENT AGENCY (NDMA)
N/A
6.0 NATIONAL ENVIRONMENT AGENCY (NEA)
N/A
Banjul July 31st 2015
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