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1.0 METEOROLOGICAL SITUATION
1.1. SYNOPTIC SITUATION
The average surface position of the ITD (imaginary boundary separating northern cold dry winds from southern warm moist winds) lies over central Mauritania, northern Mali and northern Niger.

Dry and stable atmosphere prevailed to the north of the ITD with dust haze patches observed mostly over Mauritania and Algeria. On the other hand, rain and thunderstorms prevailed to the south of the ITD especially over southern Mali, Burkina Faso and the Gulf of Guinea States.

1.2 WEATHER SUMMARY FOR THE GAMBIA

Variably cloudy, warm and humid atmosphere prevailed, with mainly light rain and thunderstorms mostly over the eastern parts of the country.

1.3 OUTLOOK FOR THE NEXT DEKAD

Variably cloudy, humid and warm atmosphere combined with scattered to widespread thunderstorms accompanied by moderate and/or heavy rains is expected to prevail over the country during the first 5 days and towards the end of the dekad.

2.0 AGROMETEOROLOGICAL SITUATION
2.1 RAINFALL SITUATION
The rainfall situation in this dekad indicates some promising figures in most parts of the country. In the Western Third, Kerewan recorded the highest dekadal total of 44.0mm, however, the lowest dekadal  total still exist in this part of the country at Banjul recording 1.8mm. In the Middle Third Sapu and Jenoi recorded the highest dekadal totals of 84.2 and 78.6mm respectively, Janjanbureh and Kaur recorded dekadal totals of 31.9mm and 35.9mm respectively. Basse recorded the highest dekadal total of 76.9mm in the Eastern Third of the country, while Fatoto in the same area recorded a dekadal total of 54.2mm, (figure 1a).
Seasonal totals rainfall amounts recorded so far still show disparity in distribution of rains, both in space and time. Areas in the Eastern Third are ahead with Basse and Fatoto recording seasonal totals of 480.2mm and 402.1mm respectively. In the Middle Third Sapu recorded the highest of 280.0mm, while in the Western Third Sibanor recorded a seasonal total of 266.9mm, highest amount in the Western Third. However, lowest seasonal rainfall total recorded is still at Banjul (59.9mm) (Figure 1b).
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      Figure 1a: Rainfall dekadal totals 1ST –10th July 2014.

    [image: image4.emf]-16.5


-16


-15.5


-15


-14.5


-14


1


3


1


3


.


5


Yundum  


Kerewan 


Jenoi


Kaur 


Basse 


Sibanor 


Janjangbureh


Fatoto


Sapu 


Banjul 


4


0


1


0


0


1


6


0


2


2


0


2


8


0


3


4


0


4


0


0


4


6


0




-16.5 -16 -15.5 -15 -14.5 -14

13

13.5

Yundum  

Kerewan 

Jenoi

Kaur 

Basse 

Sibanor 

Janjangbureh

Fatoto

Sapu 

Banjul 

40 100 160 220 280 340 400 460


  Figure 1b: Rainfall Seasonal totals from May 1st 2014 – August 10th 2014.
2.2 RAINFALL COMPARISMS
The Country average as of 10th August 2014, stood at 206.3mm, 41% below the country average for last year (10th August 2013; 352.0mm), and 43% below the long term mean (1981-2010; 30 year period:365.8mm). Meanwhile, seasonal rainfall totals for individual regions show that only Basse and Fatoto (Upper River Region) have not recorded any deficit compared to last year and long term mean. However, this may not be significant looking at averages for 2014 comparisons against 2013 and the normal (Table 1). This shows that larger parts of the country are in deficit rainfall, threatening viable cropping this season and as consequence compromising food security.  
Table 1: 2014 seasonal rainfall as of August 10th 2014, compared to that of last year  and long term mean (1981_2010).

	Station Name
	Seasonal total for 1st  dekad August 2014 
	Seasonal total for 1st  dekad August 2013
	Dekadal normal for  1st Dekad August  in 30 years period 1981_2010
	Deficit or surplus for 2014 and 2013 1st dekad of August comparisons
	Deficit or surplus for 2014  compared to the Normal  1981_2010

	
	
	
	
	Deficit
	Surplus
	Deficit
	Surplus

	Yundum Airport
	99.7
	437.6
	367.3
	-337.9
	
	-267.6
	

	Sibanor
	266.9
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	
	N/A
	

	Jenoi
	169.7
	353.1
	581.3
	-183.4
	
	-411.6
	

	Banjul
	59.9
	198.2
	327.9
	-138.3
	
	-268.0
	

	Kerewan
	101.5
	381.2
	349.9
	-279.7
	
	-248.4
	

	Kaur
	119.3
	N/A
	328.4
	N/A
	
	-209.1
	

	Janjanbureh
	83.7
	332.7
	352.8
	-249
	
	-269.1
	

	Sapu
	280.0
	567.6
	370.2
	-287.6
	
	-90.2
	

	Basse
	480.2
	330.1
	381.6
	
	+150.1
	
	+98.6

	Fatoto
	402.1
	216.1
	374.6
	
	+186.0
	
	+27.5


2.3 Temperature


Average temperatures across the country, particularly western-eastern orientation doesn’t vary much, they fluctuated between 27oC and 28oC. However, maximum temperatures were 36 oC over Jenoi, 35 oC over Kaur and 34oC over Yundum and Basse, whilst the lowest minimum temperatures fluctuated between 22oC over Banjul to 26oC over Basse. Compared to the previous dekad, there is a slight drop due increase humidity and moisture.
2.4 Winds

Winds were low, moderate and sometimes strong in certain parts of the country (Sibanor) with potential to cause structural damage. Strong winds of 64km/h were experienced over Sibanor, 37km/h over Yundum, whilst the rest of country experienced light winds varying between 11.8 and 29.5km/h.  
	


2.5 Sunshine Duration

As cloud cover intensified during this dekad, sunshine duration was reduced to 4.2 hours (lowest) over Fatoto to 6.9 hours over Kaur(highest).
2.6 Relative Humidity

Highest average relative humidity across the country was 95% and the lowest average relative humidity was 53%. This shows an increased level of moisture in atmosphere. With high temperatures the situation is ideal for rainfall occurrences but recipe for malaria and unfavorable for asthmatic patients.   
3.0 Hydrological Situation
N/A
4.0 AGRICULTURAL SITUATION
West Coast Region

Planting of major crops (groundnut, millets, maize) is in progress in the Kombos, where as in the Fonis especially in Jarrol areas, replanting is taking place due to total germination failure in some cases. Due to late onset of the rainy season, most farmers have resulted to short cycled crops (cowpea, water melon, vegetables) as a coping strategy.
North Bank Region
The season is progressing but at different stages. Planting of crops like groundnut, cowpea, rice and sesame is still in progress by some farmers, while some crops are at their early vegetative stages and others are at their reproductive stages (very few groundnuts fields have started flowering and some few maize crops have started tasselling). These are pocket areas where adequate rains were initially received and germination was successful. 
Lower River Region
Agricultural activities in this region too are at varying stages. Some farmers are still ploughing and sowing while others have already sown. However, coverage for the fields sown is not much due to initial erratic rains, only 10% of groundnut is sown while only 20% of cereals is sown, this situation is attributed to poor and uneven rainfall distribution patterns in the region. Wilting of some crops were observed in Jarra west, some fields in the Kiangs germinated well but growing fairly very slow due to insufficient rainfall.
Central River Region North
The Agricultural situation in this region too varies, some rice growers are busy preparing their fields, some are sowing crops like cowpea and cereals, while farmers who experienced poor germination have resulted to replanting of maize, groundnut,and early millet. It is worthy of note that farmers here, who  were successful with their first sowing of cereals like maize, early millet and groundnut, are busy on first weeding.
Central River Region South
Agricultural activities in this region are ongoing for both upland and lowland field activities. However, due to insufficient and uneven rainfall distribution, some farmers who sowed early millet in the first rains are now weeding and the crops are doing good. Unlike some farmers are sowing groundnut, which is not advisable at during this period in August. Farmers in this region were advised to go in for short cycle crops as a coping strategy. Some rice farmers involved in late dry season planting are harvesting and those who are involve in early dry season planting have finished harvesting and some have started planting again.  
Upper River Region
Agricultural activities in this region are at mixed levels. The rainy season started as expected but due to long dry spells, re-sowing have been done some times up to four times due to permanent wilting of seedlings. Plants that survived the first and second planting are expected to reach maturity (early millt, groundnut, maize and sorghum). Some crops are doing good in places like Koina, but in places like Gimara and Sandu the situation is confusing as some crops are doing good while others are still planting, this situation could result to matured crops being destroyed by the rains especially when they reach maturity and it’s still raining in late September and early October. 
4.1 COMMODITY PRICES
The table below show average commodity prices in selected markets in the Greater Banjul Area and in the North Bank Region Upper River region. 
Table2:  Commodity Average Prices per KG (in Dalasis) of selected markets (1st week of August)
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 Tipper 

Garage Brikama

 kerr 

Pateh Farafenni Basse Average

Maize 25.46       23.93                24.12      22.75           23.67      22.63      19.45     19.32        18.33      22.18       

E/Millet 25.05       24.65                24.18      23.21           24.87      21.27      18.89     19.54        20.10      22.42       

Sorghum 20.65       19.07                19.98      19.76           19.83      19.54      N/A N/A 18.78      19.66       

Local Rice 29.15       29.00                28.65      29.78           29.43      28.97      N/A N/A 28.00      29.00       

Broken Rice 24.00       24.00                24.00      24.00           24.00      23.00      23.00     24.00        25.00      23.89       

Long Grain Rice 25.00       25.00                25.00      24.79           25.00      25.25      23.00     N/A 25.00      24.76       

Findo 100.00     95.50                95.00      97.00           96.78      94.50      N/A 75.00        80.00      91.72       

Cabbage 39.50       35.00                34.05      33.00           33.12      34.65      35.62     40.00        N/A 35.62       

Hot Pepper 118.00     115.10              116.46    115.00         115.00    113.00    105.00   110.00      N/A 113.45     

Large Pepper (Hot) 100.24     91.69                92.57      91.78           90.98      90.57      97.33     98.87        N/A 94.25       

Okra 50.43       49.38                49.00      48.23           48.87      48.00      46.26     N/A N/A 48.60       

Egg Plant 26.78       24.10                24.35      25.25           21.12      25.00      27.76     20.00        N/A 24.30       

Wonjo 115.86     119.62              118.00    117.24         118.75    N/A 100.00   98.75        N/A 112.60     

Bitter Tomato 37.45       35.02                33.22      31.69           32.00      33.80      31.00     34.00        N/A 33.52       

Tomato Big size 29.00       27.17                27.00      27.87           28.53      24.00      25.00     28.03        N/A 27.08       

Imported Onion 40.00       40.00                35.00      40.00           N/A N/A N/A 35.00        N/A 38.00       

Local Onion 35.00       30.00                30.00      31.50           35.00      29.00      20.00     25.00        N/A 29.44       

Carrot 38.00       35.79                35.00      34.86           36.40      37.25      36.50     35.00        N/A 36.10       

Cassava 24.00       21.04                21.25      22.04           20.31      24.47      20.00     25.00        N/A 22.26       

Sweet Potato 20.75       N/A 17.40      18.34           N/A N/A 20.00     20.89        N/A 19.48       

Irish Potato 40.50       40.00                45.45      40.00           47.40      47.50      40.00     46.35        N/A 43.40       

Mangoes 8.00         6.00                   5.26         6.00             7.00        6.80        10.00     10.00        N/A 7.38          

Decorticated G/Nut

49.71       N/A 42.00      42.23           45.42      63.00      40.00     30.00        35.00      43.42       

Undecorticated G/nut

37.77       N/A 33.26      N/A 33.40      35.97      30.20     32.20        N/A 33.80       

Beans 40.30       40.00                40.00      39.45           35.50      36.68      38.00     34.40        N/A 38.04       

Meat&Bone 175.00     200.00              200.00    175.00         175.00    175.00    130.00   130.00      125.00    165.00     

Steak 180.00     225.00              225.00    200.00         200.00    225.00    150.00   150.00      130.00    187.22     

Mutton 200.00     250.00              200.00    N/A N/A 200.00    N/A N/A N/A 212.50     

Livestock 

Commodity 

Markets 

CEREALS

VEGETABLES

ROOTS & TUBERS


        Source: planning services Ministry of Agriculture

4.2 CROP PROTECTION
N/A
4.3 LIVESTOCK
N/A
4.4 FISHERIES
N/A
5.0 NATIONAL DISASTER MANAGEMENT AGENCY (NDMA)
N/A
6.0 NATIONAL ENVIRONMENT AGENCY (NEA)
N/A
Banjul July 21st  2014

National MWG of The Gambia

	Composition of MWG:

          Department of Water Resources

          Planning Services - Department of Agriculture (DOA)

          Communication, Extension & Education Services - DOA              

          Animal Health & Production Services - DOA

          Plant Protection Services - DOA

         National Environment Agency
	Direct your comments and questions to:

          The Director 

          Department of Water Resources

          7 Marina Parade, Banjul

          The Gambia 

          Tel: (+ 220) 422 76 31 / 422 41 22 / 890 52 29
          Email: dwr@mofwrnam.gov.gm 
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