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1.0 METEOROLOGICAL SITUATION

1.1. SYNOPTIC SITUATION:

The noon surface positions of the ITD during this decade oscillated over central Mauritania, stretching to northern Mali, sloping towards northern Niamey and onto Chad.

Convective activities propagated over The Gambia, Senegal and Ghana, Ivory Coast, Benin and Burkina Faso.

Places to the north of the ITD were dry and stable with dust haze observed over Mauritania and Algeria leading to reduction of horizontal and vertical visibility during the period.

1.2. WEATHER   SUMMARY   FOR THE   GAMBIA 
 High humidity coupled with thunderstorms and rain affected places with a dry spell experienced during the latter parts of the dekad.

1.3. OUTLOOK FOR THE NEXT DEKAD (11th _20th August 2016)
Variably cloudy to cloudy conditions and humid conditions accompanied with thunderstorms and rain will be experienced over the country during period.

2.0 AGROMETEOROLOGICAL SITUATION

2.1 RAINFALL SITUATION

The rainfall situation in this dekad was not favorably due to a prolonged dry spell across the entire country. Although farmers who are were weeding capitalized during this dry spell to clear the weeds off their farms, it also may lead to some moisture deficit which is not favorable for crops. In the Western Third, Sibanor recorded the highest dekadal amount of 15.9mm. In the Middle Third, Kaur recorded the highest dekadal total of 26.5mm. In the Eastern Third; Basse recorded the highest dekadal total of 1.8mm (figure 1a).
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  Figure 1a: Rainfall dekadal totals 1ST - 10th   August 2016.
Seasonal rainfall totals showed slight increment in rainfall quantities throughout the country despite the dry spell experienced during the dekad .The highest rainfall totals across the country were recorded over the Middle Third of the country with Jenoi and Kaur recording totals of 406.0mm and 405.3mm respectively. In the eastern part of the country, Basse recorded a cumulative seasonal total of 292.8mm and Fatoto recorded 147.2mm, whilst Banjul in the Western Third recorded a seasonal total of 308.0mm, figure1b below.
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      Figure 1b: Rainfall Seasonal totals from May 1st 2016 – August 10th 2016.
As at 10th August  2016, the country average stood at 290.0mm, which is 3.8% below last year’s amount (301.7mm) and  20% below the long term mean (30 year period) of (365.8mm). 
2.3 Temperature


Average temperatures across the country varied between 27oC and 30oC. Minimum temperature reached 24°C over the Western and Middle Thirds of the country, whilst maximum temperature reached 35°C over the Middle and Eastern Thirds respectively.
2.3 Winds

Winds were generally light to moderate with maximum speed of  34km/h recorded over the Eastern Third of the country.
2.4 Sunshine Duration

Sunshine duration increased during this dekad to 6hours on average.
2.5 Relative Humidity

Average relative humidity during this dekad was above 75% countrywide indicating high moisture content during this period.
3.0 Hydrological Situation
N/A
4.0 AGRICULTURAL SITUATION

West Coast Region

The Agricultural situation in this region still varies; activities varies from ploughing, sowing to weeding. Crops situation also varies as some groundnuts are flowering, some rice fields are at germination stages while crops like maize are at vegetative stages.
North Bank Region

In this region Agricultural activities also varies a lot, ploughing and planting is on going in the rice fields in the lowlands, crops sown earlier like early millet have germinated and are good looking with weeding in progress in these fields as farmers capitalize on the dry spell. Some farmers are busy on land preparation for water melon. Some pest incidence (grasshoppers) was reported at Upper Nuimi (Chilla Jurunku), and Jokadu (Kerr Alagi Malick).Generally the crops look good especially in the Sabach Sanjal area.
Lower River Region

N/A
 Central River Region North

N/A
Central River Region South

N/A
Upper River Region
Planting of the major crops is complete on maize, millet and sorghum. Planting of rice in the upland has reached approximately between 80-90% completions. With the experience of more than a week without rains a major activity undertaken was weeding. This period was not favourable during ploughing with machines such as tractors or power tillers and has caused some delays with late planting. Herbicide and fertilizer application was favored when at the end of the decade some rain was experience. Pest incidence is not reported or to be threatening from the six (6) District Agriculture Development Centre formally called Mixed Farming Centres.Basic commodity price not available for the period.

4.1 COMMODITY PRICES

N/A
4.2 CROP PROTECTION
N/A

4.3 LIVESTOCK

The Livestock situation in the Country has improved due to the availability of feeds and water. In view of that, the following, Clinical treatment figures were obtained during the 1st decad of August: CRRS 127 heads of cattle, 113 Sheep 148 goats, 67 donkeys and 82 horses. In CRRN 301 heads of cattle 63 Sheep 132 goats, 22 donkeys and 51 horses. LRR 163 heads of cattle, 71 Sheep, 103 goats, 50 donkeys and 63 horses. NBR,102 cattle, 127 Sheep, 131 goats, 34 donkeys and 105 horses.URR 179heads of cattle, 201 Sheep, 190 goats 70 donkeys and 182 horses. WCR 381 heads of cattle 265 Sheep 340 goats 39 donkeys and 19 horses. 

 The Department of Livestock Services will not relent in its drive to minimize the debilitating effects of animal diseases in the Country.

5.0 NATIONAL ENVIRONMENT AGENCY (NEA)

N/A

Banjul August 12, 2016
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